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Ballpons Ouver ML.
Vernon & Fly-In
set for Oct. 16
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MT. YVERMOMN — Hot air bal-
loonz, war birds will be filling
the skies at the Mt Vernon Oul
land Airport for the Balloons
Dver Mt Vernon & Fly-In.

“This vear, I think people
will motice the higpest fha’l'lgf"-l
— bringing back the Little
Egwpt Fly-in to the event,” said
Jennifer Witzel, event coor-
dinator. “Bringing back the
aireraft piece is big.”

The sirport will be the zet-
ting for & weekend of activities
Cret. 16 theough 18— a oom-
pliment to the Fall Fest with
activities slated for the down-
tiowhn area.

“The miszion of Balloons
Crrer Mt Vernon & Fly-in is to
promoi the general love and
education of aviation while giv-
ing back to the community.” in
formation on the evenl states.

“0gr goal is also to keep it &
free event and make il some-
thing everyone can attend and
have a little something to give
back to the community through
civic groups and nonprofits
thal partner with us,” Witzel
gaid “By having the balloons
and programs sponsoTed we
keep il free. We also ¥ to keep
pur sponsorships down =0 eVen
small businesses caian SPONSoT &
balloon as well,™

Friday night will be the kKick-
off of the event, with the Unit-
ed Way Balloon Glow, Eighteen
ballpons will light up the night
shy. GGates open al 4 p.m. with
the glow al 6 p.m. United Way
of Sputh Central Illineis agen-
cies will be spotlighted with
fumily-oriented activity booths,
VTP seating will be available
through a sponsership by
RARE Chophouze. Ticket hold-
ers will get preferred seating
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Saturday.
The day will conclude
FROM PAGE 1A with the Crossroads Com-
unity Hospital Surviv
for the glow in a hanger, munity Hospt ivor
appetizers prepared by Flight
RARE chefs and a cash All weekend long,

bar. Tickets are $50 per Country Financial will

person and must be pur-
chazed in advanee, The
restaurani-is also sponsor
ing the festured shape
balloon, “Sharky”™ which
iz 140 foot tall,

Saturday morning
kicks off with the YMCA
of Jefferson County 5HE
Run/Walk "Rin with the
Balloons." Participanls
will be walching the hot
air balloons take partin
the US Bank Duck Drop,
another special sight for
the event.

The TTnited Way will
host a fundraizing pan-
cake hreakfast with
surprises for altendees.
AvialoTs aTe encouraged
to fly-in for the breakfasl.

young Eagle rides will
be given from 9 am. to
4 p.mn. on Sefurday for
children ages & to 17 years
old,

Also Saturday, the St
Louiz Remote Control
Boats will be taking floal
all day on the pond.

Mew this year is the
"riize to Balloons" for
those who own & classic
car amd those who CHjOF
seeing them, Cars will
gather at Times Square
Mall to be cscorted at 10
am to the airport for dis-
play. Prizes will be given
fo the top three exhibitors
and other surprizes will
be given to classice car
enthusiasls.

ML Vernon Rotary is
SponsoTing A ping pong
ball drop at 10 a.m. Hotary
members will zell ping
pong ball chanees Lo win a
hot air balloon ride.

The Tri-Clounty Elee
tric Aviation Education
Fone will be open from
11 am. to 2 poi. The zone
festures balloons, flight
simmliators, pilots and
mMOTE. 2

A salhube to velelans

sponzor tethered balloon
rides for £10. Vendors,
crafters, inflatables and
family friendly events will
be hosted.

Sunday morning will
wrap up with a flight from
the airport. $-ze-is



