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FLYING WITH SHARKY — The shark-
shaped hot air balleon “Sharky™ will be
oné of 18 balloons featured at Bal
loons Ower Mt. Vemnon this year. The
140-f00t-long hot air balloon will ba
sponsored by the RARE Chop House.

Balloons Over

Mt. Vernon
and Little
Egypt Fly-in

join forces

Balloons Qwer M. Fernon
qwill feature 18 hot air
balloons this year

Wilzel said fhat. though the Do
creates a seenie view of the bal-
loons. the space around the pond is
not conduocive for =0 many hot 3ic
balloons, She zaid that evervihing
will be inside the fenee of the air
port this vear

“It’s atiually going to be a picer
selling T think ” said Witzel. “The
pond s great, but as far 3 paaple
walking around, | think it will be
mane imviding. ™

Witzel said that Balloons over My
Vemon and the Little Egypi Flv-in
will be combined into & fun week.
end thal will be full of sctivilies [oe
kids of all ages.

She said thal the mission of Hal.

Flease soe Balloons, Page @a

Balloons:
Contmued From Pape 1.4

lponz Over Mt Vernon & Fly-
in is to “promote the genera]
lowe sind education of aviation
while giving back 1o the com-
mnily™ Witsel said, “We feel
that this iz exactly what the
'.t:éekﬂnd's activities will pro-
vide™

Aceording 1o Witzel, Bal-

| loons Over Mt Vernon is nol

BY GREG PETERSON
SENTIMEL NEWS STAKE
MT. VERNOM — Balloons Over
M. Yernon will have even more hot
air halloons this year, ineluding a
giant shark: 2d balloen.
Event coordinator’ Jennifer
Wikzel said that there were appros
Jmately a dozen balloons Iast year,
but there will be 18 balleons this

“I's definilely an inerease from
last vear,” said Witsel.

She zzid that the hot air balloogs
will still be at the Mt Vernon (-

about making a profit,

She said, “We're oot here to
make mopey. Whatever litife
profit may come out of it
we'Te going to give it away.”

Witzel said that the avent
allows multiple COMn unity-
erienied groups to come
logeither. She mentioned the
Unjted Way, the Jefferson
Ufu1n;- YMCA, and the Rotary
Club,

“We're trying to incorporate
a lot of different socialfelvic
agencies who give back to the
eommunity” said Wit

She zaid thal other commp-
nity wlunbeer grotups will be
incorporated throughout the
weekend as well,

With the Little Egvpt Fly-in,
there will be military war
birdz, and the American Mili-
tary Heritage Foundation
from Indianapolis will be
bringing their PV2 Harpoon
"Hot Siuff” for display. The
Commemorative Air Foree
Diixie Wings' North American
P-51 Mustangy and Waco
biplane be on hand for rides
thatl can he purchasod.

Ealloons Owver Mt. Vernon &

land Airport oo Oel. I8, but the Fly-in will kick off on Qel. 16

ballaons will not b around the @i
pori pond this year.

with the United Way Balloon
zlow presented by Flo-Gas
Fropana. The 18 hot air hal-
loons present will be lighiing
up the night sky. Gates will
open af 4 pom. and the glow
will take place a1 & p.m. Dur-
ing the glow, Unite Way of
South Central Illinois agen-
eies will be spotlighted
through their family-oriented
activity booths,

"Eharky,” a 140-foot shark-
shaped bot air balloon EPOT
sored by the RARE Chop
Houze, will be the star of the
balloons.
hRAPﬁ Chop Efﬁ“':ﬁe will ;1_5.1?_

- mm} Hlutmg.
the Unitedm\ga}' Glow, Ticket
bolders will enjoy preferred
seating for the glow in a hang
er, appetizers prepared by
their RARES chefs az well as
a vash bar, The tickets must
be purchased in advanee.

Couniry Finapcial will be
SponsoTing a tethered balloon
all weekend, Rides will he
available for a pominal foe.
Fides will be available Friday
eva:};ing. Salurday morning,
and Sa ESVEL

Satur mnrﬁgﬁﬂl Eick
il with the YMCA of Jeffer
son County's 5K runfwalk
“Run with the Ealloonz ™ Par-
ticipants will be watching the
hot air balloon:s take part in
the 775 Eank Duck Dirop.

The United Way will host i
pancake breakfast with lots of
eXCiting surprizes. Aviators
are encourmged to Ay in for a
delicions breakfast, Tickats
may b purchased at the Unit-
ed Way of South Central offive
of at the doos

The St Louis Remole Con-
trol Boats will be taking foat
all day on the pond Saturday,

Young Eagle rides will

Selr from 8 am to 4 pm. on
Saturday. Any child ages # to
17 may take an exploratory
flight in an airplane.

Clazzic cars will be wel-
come at the “Croize {o Bal
loons,” The cars will gather at
the Times Square Mall to be
ercorted at 1 am. fo the sir
port, and to be displayed for
the day. Prizes will EL,E]."-TPT.I 1o
the lop three exhibitors. as
well az other surprizes 1o he
fiven to the classic car enthy.
slasts.

The ML Vernon Baotary will
be spensoring a ping pong

ball drop at 10 a.m, Rotary |

members will he selling ping

balls that offer a chanee [

towin a hot aur balloon ride.

The To-County Electrie Avi- |

alion Education Zone will be

apen from 11 am. wndil 2 pm |

for kids of all ages. The zone
will feature balloons, Might
simulators, pilots, and much
more,

At 2 p.m., there will be

salute to our veterans. The |

Hall of Honor and the Col.
B White Veterans Muselm
will be open for the public.

Saturday will conclude with
Lrossroads Community Hogpi-
tal's Survivor Flight. Details
regarding how these survivars
will be chozen will be Torth-
coming. There will also be
vendors. eraflers. inflatables,
and other Family-friendly
events on Friday and Satur-
day,

Sunday morging will WIap
up with a fon Dight from 1he
airport. Witzel =aid that mope
information will be posted on
the “Ealloons Over Mt Ver-
non” Pacebook page. ;
greterson@morningsentinel com
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