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Airport
continues
talks with

carrier

Carrier will dedicate p.*mm.
pilots to airport in exchange
far usage commitment

BY LEIGH AHN WILLIAMS
RENTINEL NEWS STAFY

MT. VERNON — The on-demand
mir service eving ML, Vernon as its
next location is continwing discus-
sions with offictals of the ML Ver-
non Outland Abrport.

Alan Hale, ehairman of the ML
Wernon Afrport Aullority Board of
Commizsioners, informed the
bourd Tuesday night that discus-
sions with Point 2 Point Airways
were ongoing and expecied bo
move Corward with a survey
process to gather data Ellﬂﬂllls
interest in the offering al the en
of the manth.

(Hiicials with Poinl 2 Paint vigit-
ed the King {!iti',' in Beplemiber to
present o profile of te company
anel provide the public with infor
mation regarding the services that
could be aflferad should the airway
decide to bring s air travel ser-
vices to the region. _

Hale said discussions were revis-
ited bast week and a conferenee
¢all iz seheduled for Friday, The
next step, he said, is to present n
survey locally.

YAE the end of the month we'll
roll out a local survey and start
contacting local businesses,” he
said,

Through its service, Point 2 Point
would dedicate beth planes and
pilots to the airporl, having dedi-
cated serviee offerings and spectal
pricing o select companies in the
community

According to information provid-
ed by Point 2 Point Alrways, the
eompany would, in return, ask the
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companits for a usage com-
mitment and Mnancial assis-
tance [or the purchase of air
erall. :

The commitiment eould
inelude az [ite as three com-
panies committing to 100,000
travel miles annually, accord-
iug to Point 2 Peint Airways.

Point 2 Painl offers a per-
sonal airline coneepl o serve
the business and personal
traveler and provide an alter-
nitive Lo roadway traveling as
well as the “Mrustrating, time-
consuming and customer-
unfriendly airline model,”

Enown as “on-demand trav-
el,” [lying with a company
such as Point 2 Point elimi-
nates the traditional airline
aivdl Leribngl processes, com-
pany information slates.

According to information
provided by the company,
“Gone are the advance-arrival
requirements, parking prob-
lems, long lines, luggage has-
sles, security probes, and
Onnecessary COnneg :-I.Ing
Mights." :

The company eslimates a
time savings of three to 12
hours in comparisen with
commercial Nights.

The sompany describes the

process in three sleps: Park

next W the deor; check in on
the plane; and Lake off.

“The whole process only
takes about 10 minuies," lhe
company stales in ils Wob
site. “With a Point 2 Point
reservation, you simply show
up al one of our cenvenienl
community airports 10 min-
utes before your Might. Park
next to the door, Check o on
the plane with your pilot iwho
will stow your luggage and gel
r%:“cumfnﬂnhle:. And . take
wfll
In addition, on-demand
travel allows for personnl
delays and chamses in sched
ule through the use of any
active cell phone,

“Your cell Iphune 15 your
remote cenirol for your Poinl
2 Point flight, It's your direo
conneéction to your pilot
Need more time, rupning late,
weanl (o bead bome carly? Just
call. After all, you are in
charge of the plane,™ the site
slates,

_Point 2 Point is able to ol
lize smaller airports through
the implementation of all-dig
ital flight control systems that
enable the sircrafl to make
precision, instrument land-
ings and takeofTs al airporis
withoul ground radar or eon-
trol towers. ;

The company was Townded
by CEQ John I Bochle in 2005

after o fouryear working el
tionship with NASA, the U5
Department of Transporiation
and the Fodersl Aviation
Administrstion to delermine
e markel feasibilily of a
moxtpencrialion air service in
Uhe Groad Plains region,
Acearding e infarmalien
provided by the company,
“These studies iHlunminatad
the tremendous need Tor
expanded 2ir conneetivily in
the ‘underserved’ Greal
Plaing market — but also
uncovored o large, growing
‘undor-serviced’ market of
travelers in large citios who
were exiremely Frusiratod
with conventional hub-and
apoke carriers,”
Boehle said the company
was fonnded as an allemative
Lo eommiercial, charter or oir-
Llaxi travel and referred to the
possibility of Point 2 Painl
eolering the Mt Verson areas
a8 o “lerrilic opporfunily.
The Tee schedule for Oight
o0 Point 2 Moint is Basedl e o
per-mile rabe for tie airerail
Boehle explained o $2.50 poer
mile corporate vile e g @0
mile irkp would caleulate (o
%1500, However, thal cost iz
then divided by Use naimber of
passengers, misking a three-
passenger Mightl whaul 500
roand-rip.
In Seplember, the company
Iend Mive airerafl in itz el
annel was taking on wee Lo two

adabitional plunes por moaih
with estimalions of thal
growlh conbinuing [or Lhe
mexd fone yeurs

Aveording Lo informalion
Moo ihe compony, ineluded
i alsbe aiverail in the
ik (et ame:

® Dinmond Adrerall A4
Twin Star. The DALE Twin
Star s a propellerdriven mie
erall with o capacity of up Lo
thren passengors, leather
seals, o eruise speced of 200
mph and a raoee of 1,300
nailis,

® Dinond Adrernll T JET
T DWJET i3 Dicaond s wiexl
',:l.'lll.:r.'pl:iml przvsagal Light jal
(PLY, N secommadaies o
o Four passenpers in lealher
aegled eombforl, willi o criiise
spocd of 362 mph sl o nge
of LG5S miles al an allitudy of
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pazdengers in leather senls
amd lsas o eruise speed of 210
o sl an elTeclbve roge of
B riadles

@ Erlipse Avazition Kb ded
Thi ESO0 i5 0 new very lighi
Jel iYL capablie of accommo
dhaiting four Lo five jssemgers
i execulive-¢lass leather
comford, wilh n crs
of 420 mph snd o ronge
L2894 miles ol an altilade of
L Rax 1 EHRD Fieeel.

Tlads saniad Big Doogoizs Lo Do
further information at (he
nexl regularly sehedulod
el g of Usi: bomiel
tunlliuneseraormingsentinel. com




