A Sentimental Journey

JASON IOHMHS0R / THE SOUTHERR.
Pilot Bob Blue answers
questions in Mount Vernon
on Friday in front of the B-17
Bomber affectionately known
as the ‘Flying Fortress.’

Plane honors
those'who came
back and those
who did not

BY BECKY MALKOVICH B-17 Flying Fortress B-17 came in for a landing
THE SOUTHERN 3 l“' ,Di prepared to land at Mount in front of a crowd at the
Vernon Outland Airport on airport,

MOUNT VERNON — A Friday. The plane was fully
solitary tear gently rolled “But a lot of people who restored by the Arizona
down the 87-year-old cheek flew in it aren’t around to Wing Commemorative Air
of World War Il veteran Art ~ hear it," Rowe said. “We Foree and flies to about 60
Rowe as he heard the lost an awful lot of good cities a year.
unique pitch of the plane's people. [t brings back The bomber arrived in
four cyclone engines. memories — good and bad."  Mount Vernon on Friday

“It's different than any Rowe of Salem, a radio and will be available for
other sound. Anyone who operator who flew 35 public viewing until
has ever flown in one would ~ missions in B-17s during the
recognize it immediately,” war, watched as the aptly
Rowe said as the Boeing named Sentimental Journey SEE JOURNEY / PAGE 2B

JASOM JOHNSON / 11 SOUTHIRN
Russ Kozimor of the Commemorative Air Force Arizona Wing looks through a gunner’s window
and radios the cockpit as the Boeing B-17 Flying Fortress circles the Mount Vernon airport Friday.
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was flown into the Mount Vernon airport

Wing to give the public an up-close look at the
bomber, a mainstay of the World War Il Army Air Corps.

JOURNEY: Plane honors World War 11 soldiers
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u memoyind and is
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percent of them were lost

dosen its 10 crew members
went down, too,” he said

flew in World War 11.”

the people who come ol Lo
s this bomber, esg
those who actundly Qew
missions during the war

enemy, gravity was also an
Tm glad to be here enemy. They were so loaded
: down with bombs, ammo, gas
Its a flying museum that foseeit be(ause to make the trip and the crew
-]- [ 1;;; 1;::;:, [T 1r:1i- ]nﬁi]l]r.l h h d of course,” Atkinson of Mount
pilot Bub Blue said. "1 s also Vernon said.
s s ' |1I_l"il|“':- there are thousands “They would climb lll.ruugkh
st VETErans aive ol the clouds and up into the sl
ssedd who served in the upon thousands Gf 5|m‘ltszml;iz‘les lglll‘t would b{l
a mid-air collision and we
Bluse siaid thee B17 was the B-17 crew members WUl Yt et sedr O
i " ' ; 'l English Channel yet. We did
in Germany and World War Who ant be‘ thist every day. It was quite a
I sight.”
“Initially in the war, over 70 Atkinson said the sight of
. f Emn Aw the plane coming in for a
Every timo one of these went Wi Wil bl b —landing Friday was a thrill.
= ; ; "I'm glad to be here to see it
I come out with tears in their b there are th d
It is o great privilege wofly  eyes,” Blue said. upon thousands of B-17 crew
in recogmition of those who Evertt ). Atkinson, 86, members who can’t be.
didn’t even have togo in the “I consider myself
Blue said he enjoys meeting  B-17 to become overwhelmed extremely lucky to see one of
by memories of is ime 858 the very last B-17s, This is in
speially fighter pilot with the U.S, memory of all those good guys
Army Air Corps, that didn’t get to come back
“Ihe sight of it brings back  and stand here on this ramp
"They immediately want o an overall picture of when to watch that old airplane

2o o the pasition they
oecupied. They are very quiet
for a long time, as though they

hundreds were taking ofl, 15
seconds apart.
“It wasn't just the Germans

come in," he said.
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