OUTLAND NEWS - October, 2020

Welcome to the inaugural edition of Mt. Vernon Outland Airport News (Outland
News). Outland News is intended to be a quarterly glimpse of all things that make Mt.

Vernon Outland Airport a special place including airport tenants (known as Team Mrt. VERNON OUTLAND AIRPORT
MYVN), airport events, airport projects, community outreach, and long term goals.

Disclaimer — The Mt. Vernon Airport Authority assumes all responsibility for the content, formulation, and layout of this

Newsletter. No public relations firm retained means tax dollars saved.

ON THE FLIGHTLINE

Hertz was the 1st Team MVN Member affected by COVID-19. On Monday, September 14th, Hertz Corporate
ordered the MVN Hertz location to be permanently shutdown and all equipment moved to the Marion office.
Local Hertz management stated the Mt. Vernon Outland Airport location has been profitable through the years,
but the reduction in rentals associated with the national pandemic and unrealistic sales goals mandated by Hertz

Corporate necessitated the closure. Two full time and three part time jobs have been lost.

Airgo Incorporated continues to struggle due to the international travel ban. New classes of Chinese flight students
are ready to come to southern Illinois and Glendale, Arizona once the pandemic is over and the travel bans are lifted.
When will this happen? Will our two countries return to pre-COVID relations? Will we become further divided?
These are big questions and there are differing opinions as to where things will go. For now, the KMVN satellite has
been closed and the remaining 30 something students in the Centralia headquarters are nearing completion of their

training. Now for some good news.....

Welcome back Jay Grafton. On Monday, August 3rd, Jay
Grafton began his duties as Aviation Programs Director.
Jay was a Certified Flight Instructor at KMVN in 2008
and 2009. Jay returns to lead the flight training programs
at SRT Aviation and the_ Southern Illinois Light Sport

Academy. Having an Aviation Programs Director at the
staff level means there is a Certified Flight Instructor
available on a full time basis, our programs have the
proper oversight, and the training entities have a catalyst

for future expansion. Jay and his team are servicing

several students and more are starting their journey each

week. Check out the recent solo flight successes! [ =1
= "N 10 i Do
I 618-244-7146

SRT AVIATION
MT. VERNON AIRPORT - MT. VERNON ILLINOIS




OUTLAND NEWS - October, 2020

- A SRT Aviation, Team MVN’s Fixed Base Operator & FAA Certified Repair Station

#9STR450B, recently secured some additional avionics dealerships. Working in

v

conjunction with Mid-Continent Aircraft, SRT Aviation was named an authorized
installer for TruTrak (Bendix-King), Trio, Trig, and SkyBeacon/TailBeacon. SRT
Aviation also has capabilities with Garmin, L3, and Appareo equipment. These
are most of the major players in aviation avionics and the installation/upgrade of

this equipment is bringing aircraft from across the Midwest to Mt. Vernon, Illinois.

Aircraft fueling is also conducted by SRT Aviation._ Despite
the pandemic, fuel sales remain constant. Mt. Vernon’s
strategic location, competitive pricing, on field restaurant,

and excellent service brings in aircraft cruising across the

country.

Aircraft can be seen parked outside the Bonnie Café each
and every day. When good weather occurs on a weekend
day, parking spots around the restaurant fill up. On one
given Saturday in late August, fliers from Flora, Olney,

Lawrenceville, Marion, Carbondale, and numerous St.

Louis metro airports enjoyed a meal together!

EVENTS
Run to the Wall, EAA Tri-Motor Tour, Air Race Classic, and the Salute to Freedom were all canceled
due to COVID-19. With some necessary changes, the 12th Annual Midwest LSA Expo went on as
scheduled in September. The event did what it was designed to do — put shoppers and sellers together
in one convenient location. To date, nearly ten aircraft sales have been logged.

Our Mt. Vernon Outland Airport based Mt. Vernon Soccer Club resumed play on September 5th. Itis a thrill to see the

children, coaches, parents, and grandparents enjoying the beautiful facilities each-weekend.

LOCAL PROJECTS

In addition to mowing grass, the Airport Maintenance Staff have beeﬁ bﬁs'y repainting

runways and taxiways. The shape of runway/taxiway signage and striping are not just

safety items. They are also indicators of community pride and care.

Work isvnearly complete on the interior remodel of Mt. Vernon Fire/Airport Station #3.
The Mt. \Cé[not; Fire Department Firefighters, with help from the State Foreign Fire Fund,
added a locker room/shower facility adjacent to _t.lieir second floor workout room, - :
remodeled their grbulid floor bathroom and bunkroom, and installed new ﬂooring |

throughout their living quarters. New kitchen cabinetry and appliances capped off the

o remodel.






