Authority hears State
of the Airport report

New technology and hirings
were among the highlights

BY JOSH JONES
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — While 2020
was filled with a plethora of chal-
lenges Mount Vernon Outland Air-
port still had several positive ac-
complishments for the year.

The Board of Commissioners of
the Mount Vernon Airport Author-
ity heard the State of the Airport
address for fiseal year 2020/2021, go-
ing from May 1 to April 30. The pre-
sentation began with the recogni-
tion of the Bonnie Cafe. According
to the report, despite an exemption
for airport restaurants, Bonnie Cafe
of Mount Vernon temporarily closed

for other area business owners. The
restaurant’s official one year anni-
versary came and went during the
two-month closure.

“The restaurant returned to being
one of Mount Vernon’s most popu-
lar establishments, re-opening on
June 1, 2020,” said Airport Adminis-
trative Assistant Sheila Jolly-Scriv-
ner. “The Bonnie Aviator’s Club, a
promotional program targeting re-
peat aviation operations, collected
48 member cards in calendar year
2020. Each card represented a re-
gionally based aireraft owner/oper-
ator that visited five times.”

The airport’s preferred fixed base
operations status with the Corpo-
rate Aircraft Association went live
in late July of 2020. Over 9,000 tur-
boprop and turbojet aircraft, repre-
senting 60% of the nation’s fleet, are
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in the program. From July 28,
the airport has sold nearly
18,000 gallons of Jet A fuel,
accounting for 25% of its Jet
A sales volume.

“We sold 75,748 gallons of
Jet A and 18,758 gallons of it
was CAA airplanes and again
those were not airplanes
coming to do a retention visit
with a business in Mount Ver-
non or Southern Illinois,”
said Airport Director Chris
Collins. “These are purely
airplanes that are going from
point A to point B and stop-
ping for fuel.”

Mount Vernon was also
the home of the nation’s only
! aviation event in 2020. The
Midwest LSA Expo, which
has had a socially distanced
friendly format since 2009,
brought aireraft buyers and
sellers from across the nation
to Mount Vernon in Septem-
ber. Some exhibitors were
| not able to attend due to state
travel restrictions, but they
were replaced by others.
With Sun-n-Fun, EAA Air-
venture and the Deland Avia-
tions Showcase canceled, the
Midwest LSA Expo was the
only national aviation event

in 2020. F)zezoo

In early August, the airport
hired long time area flight in-
structor Jay Grafton as he re-
Jjoined the airport as the new
Aviation Programs Director.
Grafton previously worked at
the airport as a flight instruc-
tor in 2008 and 2009. Graf-
ton is now leading the flight
training programs at SRT
Aviation and the Southern Il-
linois LSA Academy. Eight
new students have soloed,
two have earned their private
pilot licenses and three have
become commercial pilots
under Grafton’s direction.

“Very proud of the flight
program,” Collins said. “It is
moving in the direction we
want. Pilot starts are up and
that will translate to aircraft
ownership, eventually han-
gars, maintenance and fuel

sales.”

Board President Marty Cox
said that he remembered
when they discussed hiring
Grafton to the position.

“I have had a lot of feed-
back from people that expe-
rienced flight training with
Jay since he has come back
and I have heard nothing but
outstanding comments,” Cox
said.

Other highlights for the
year included Safe Aviation
Educators, operated by Le-
land Widick, opening a Flight
Simulation Laboratory inside
the Koziara Terminal in Jan-

uary. Kash Helicopters added
a second Bell UH1 “Huey”
Helicopter bringing the com-
pany’s total fleet to four heli-
copters. The annual aviation
report for calendar year 2020
was published in February.
Total operations decreased
by 11% over the previous
year from 24,560 in 2020 as
compared to 27,333 in 2019.

. Total based inventory at the
“airport remains at 45 with 33

single engine land airerafts,
eight multi-engine land air-
craft and four helicopters.

“It was just another great
year at Mount Vernon Out-
land Airport,” Cox said. “We.
are certainly proud of what
we have accomplished over
this past year and look for-
ward to another great year.”

IN OTHER BUSINESS:

* The board recognized
board commissioner Ryan
Wellmaker for his five years
of service on the board. Well-
maker retired from the board
and Greg Martin has filled
the seat.

* The board decided to
elect the same officers from
last year, with the exception
of Martin taking over the po-
sition of treasurer.

* The board heard various
project updates.

* The board approved the
purchase of a zero-turn lawn-
mower.
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YEARS OF SERVICE — The Board of Commissioners of the Mount Vernon Airport Author-
ity recently recognized Ryan Wellmaker, CENTER, for his five years of service on the board
after he decided to retire from the position. PICTURED, FROM LEFT, are Commissioners
Carey Lipps, Mike Ancona, Marty Cox, Wellmaker, Gary Chesney and Mount Vernon Air-
port Director Chris Collins. Wellmaker said that he enjoyed his years on the board and that
he had a fantastic experience working with the team at Mount Vernon Outland Airport.



