Dare’s journey to becoming a pilot

Dan Dare recalled bis six
moth journey to getting his
private pilot’s license

BY JOSH JONES
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — At 65 Dan
Dare recalled memories as a child
of flying over the family farm and
now he is able to soar through the
sky just like his father. :

Dare, of Mount Vernon, recently
obtained his private pilot’s license
at Mount Vernon Outland Airport.
He said that he was inspired to get
his license by his father, the late
Ralph Dare.

“My dad was a pilot and I grew
up on a farm where we had a plane
and when we were done working we
would take the plane and fly around
the countryside,” Dare said. “I al-
ways meant to get my license but
never did. It was a way to reconnect
with my dad to get my license and
get back into flying.”

Dare recalled back in grade
school when the other kids thought
he was making it up when he said
his family owned a plane. f

“I thought everybody had an air-
plane in their barn,” Dare said.
“The boys came home with me after
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PILOT’S LICENSE — Dan Dare sits in the Cessna 172 rental trainer
plane owned by SRT Aviation. On May 14 Dare recelved his private pi-
lot’s license at Mount Vernon Outland Airport. :

school one day, I took them back, between instructors and he reached
showed them the plane and they out to Leland Widick, owner of Safe
went ‘He does have a plane.” Aviation Educators (SAE). Widick
Dare said when he first started to 5k el T
pursue his license the airport was as been involved in aviation
7 . education for many years. He

did his graduate studies in
computer aided instruction
with a simulation specialty
and was the chief flight in-
structor for Southern Illinois
University Carbondale for 20
years. Widick credited Dare’s
ambition to get his license as
the reason for the newly in-
stalled simulator at the air-
port and returning to instruc-
tion.

“We had been friends for a
long time and I got to think-
ing maybe this is a good idea
for simulation,” Widick said.
“Not only was Dan the fel-
low that helped me build this
(simulator), he went down to
the factory and they trained
him, but there were tech-
niques I wanted to try with
the simulator that he was
more than willing to do.”

Dare said that his jour-
ney to obtaining his private -
pilot’s license was over the
course of six months and he
just received it on May 14.

“I got the idea to do this,
called (Widick), talked to
Chris (Collins, airport direc-
tor) and it all came together.

Chris’ exact words were ‘Let’s

make this happen,” Dare
said.

Dare’s training included
approximately 30 hours in



the Redbird SD Flight Sim-
ulator as well as flying in a
Cessna 172 rental trainer
plane owned by SRT Avia-
tion, which is the exact same
plane the simulator is format-
ted to.

“What you learn here is
muscle memory, flying in that
is half the price and you can
do it at any time compared
to flying in the plane,” Dare
said. “You can come out here,
meet Leland for an afternoon
after work, get in the simula-
tor, you could fly in there for
several hours and when you
get to the plane you already
have the technique and mus-
cle memory down.”

Widick said that a person
can get their private pilot’s
license at a cost less than a
small automobile over a pe-
riod of time and financing is
available. He said that the
goal of Safe Aviation Edu-
cators is to reach out to the
community, service organi-
zations and schools to bring
about an interest in aviation.

Dare also had to do cross
country flights, night flights,
take offs, landings, high al-
titude maneuvers and other
basic techniques before he
got his license.

“I think I flew about 20
hours before I soloed,” Dare
said.

Dare says that you don’t
have to own a plane to make
use of the license as he just
uses the rental plane and re-
called taking his wife, Bev-
erly Dare, on a flight for the
first time.

“We went up last Saturday,
flew around for an hour and
had a blast,” Dare said. “As
we took off we both had head-
- phones on, we got 100 feet
above the runway and I hear
‘Woo-hoo.” I wasn’t expecting
that, but she absolutely just
loved it.”

Dare said that a lot of the
pilots’ wives take shorter
courses in the simulator so

they know what to do in case
of an emergency. Dare said
his wife plans to take the
course. :
Widick said that the phi-
losophy of team Mount Ver-
non at the airport is that they
don’t focus on what they can’t
get done, but focus on what
they can get done at the air-
port. y
“All we want to know in
team Mount Vernon is what
it takes to get the job done,
what it takes to grow, what it
takes to offer more,” Widick

~ said.

Dare said it was nice to
have an airport that has an
instructor, a rental plane
and a support staff all in one
place.

“This airport, they sup-
port you 100%, no matter who
you talk to there is so much
support from this airport to
get your license,” Dare said.
“They don’t push you to get
your license, some people
just want to come out, take a
couple of lessons and see if
they like it.”
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LEARNING TO FLY — Leland Widick, owner of Safe Aviation Educators (SAE), Dan Dare and Airport
Director Chris Collins all stand next to the Redbird SD Flight Simulator, which Dare used to help get
his private pilot’s license. Dare thanked Widick and Collins for their support during his joumey.

Collins said that he enjoys
the family atmosphere they
have at the airport. He said
that at many airports their
instructors move on to fly-
ing at airlines, but they have
full-time instruction staff. He
commented on Dare getting
his license.

“I am very proud, Dan is
a jack of all trades and now
he gets to add private pilot to
that list of accomplishments,”
Collins said.

Dare is also the president
of the Rend Lake RC Club.

Though Dare’s journey to be-

coming a private pilot may
have been a long one he is
proud to fly in his father’s
footsteps.

“T love aviation and I love
airplanes,” Dare said.

For more information the
public may call the airport at
242-7016. $-28- 202)

Jjones@morningsentinel.com
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