Salute to Freedom

The event concluded
with its traditional

Sfireworks display
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MOUNT VERNON — People from
throughout the Southern Illinois
region traveled to Mount Vernon
Outland Airport as the 35th Annual
(Slalute to Freedom was held on Sun-

ay.

Angela Schrum, director of tour-
ism of the City of Mount Vernon,
said that they are happy to wel-
come the public back after having
to cancel the event last year, due to
COVID-19. She said that while they
don’t have this year’s numbers, on
average Salute to Freedom sees ap-
proximately 5,000 visitors.

“Some wonderful people worked
in advance to make it a fun and safe
event for the community and it looks
like people are coming out and hav-
ing a good time,” Schrum said. “Peo-
ple are really happy that we are hav-
ing it and we couldn’t have asked for_
better weather?= "= w7

Salute to Freedom ffé'atured a va-
riety of activities including games,
food vendors, helicopter demonstra-
tions and even a hot air balloon was
present for the event. Justin Hoff-
mann, owner of The Dreamer hot air
balloon, said that he uses about 17
gallons of fuel an hour for the 90,000
cubic feet balloon. He said that he
is planning to visit a lot of different
counties and smaller towns to have
flights out of as he explained his
presence at Salute to Freedom.

“] am just doing a static display.
We bought this balloon September
of last year and I am still a student
pilot. I have been around balloon-
ing since I was about by son’s age
at 12-years-old,” Hoffmann said. “I
want to share the love of balloon-
ing with a lot of communities. I
have flown out of Ashley, Irvington,
mostly the Centralia area. We live
in Woodlawn and I have done two
flights out of Woodlawn.”

Live music was by Michael “Supe”
Granda. He is a co-founder of The
Ozark Mountain Daredevils in 1971,
and has spent every day since their
inception as bassist, singer and
songwriter. Over this same time
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CELEBRATING INDEPENDENCE — Many people from throughout the South-
em lllinois region celebrated 4th of July Sunday at Mount Vemon Outland Air-
port. The 35th annual Salute to Freedom concluded with a fireworks display.

span he has had numerous side
projects, including several bands
such as Supe & the Sandwiches, The
Garbonzos, and Silly Grandpa. He
also maintains his own record label
and publishing company called Mis-
souri Mule Music.

“I am a pretty fortunate guy that
I can make a living with my musie
and my art,” Granda said. “I am very
thankful for it and the only reason is
because of the fans and I am grate-
ful to all of them.”

The event concluded with an
approximate 20 minute fireworks
show. Scott Clark, lead pyrotechni-
cian for Central States Fireworks,
explained what goes into the fire-
works show. F-L.21
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FACE PAINTING FUN — Brandy Mount of Brandy’s Fancy Faces
Fairfield in her face painting booth at the 35th annual Salute to Freed
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gives a makeover to Mariah Greenwood, 8, of

om Saturday at Mount Vernon Outland Airport.
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HIGH FLYING ACTION — Helicopters perform various stunts as the crowd watches ea-
gerly during the 35 annual Salute to Freedom Sunday at Mount Vernon Outland Airport.
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“We have a crew of five,
we get here at about 8:30 in
the morning and we have
to set up all our shells,”
Clark said. “All the shells
are preloaded, they are
all set off electronically,
which is much safer now
than what hand firing used
to be back a long time ago.
As far considerations, it is
the weather, it is wind all of
that is in conjunction with
th : Mount Vernon Fire De-
P rtment and tourism.”

‘rior to the fireworks
show Mount Vernon Mayor
John Lewis gave a speech

and led the countdown for
the show. He thanked every-
one involved with making
this year’s Salute to Free-
dom a success.

“July 4th is not only a

time for fireworks, cookouts'

and family. It is a time to
remember and never ever
forget that thousands of
Americans put their life
on the line whenever they
were asked, to protect our
freedom. They did not waste
their lives on meaningless
pursuits, so we shouldn’t
either,” Lewis siad. “While
we are privileged to live
in a country where we can
voice our opinions and dis-
cuss important topics, to-
night there is much to cele-
brate and many blessings to

be grateful for, but it is just
as American to have some
fun. Let the celebration be-
gin. Happy 4th of July, God
bless you and God bless
America. Now let’s see
some fireworks.”

Airport Director Chris
Collins gave his overall
thoughts on how he felt Sa-
lute to Freedom went this
year.

“I thought it was fantas-
tic, it makes me proud to
see everybody coming to-
gether, having the event,
having a good time and it
was lots of fun,” Collins
said. “It was a lot of hard
work by a lot of people and
a lot of agencies.”
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FIREWORKS SHOW —
Many enjoy the fireworks | o o
show at this year’s Salute PLENTY TO SEE — There were many sights to behold at the 35th annual Salute to
to Freedom. The show was Freedom at Mount Vernon Outland Airport, including a hot-air balloon called The Dreametr
put on by Central States owned by Justin Hoffmann, CENTER. Pictured FROM LEFT BACK ROW Dennis Coyle, Owner
Fireworks and lasted for ap- of SRT Aviation Shawn Sayle, Hoffmann, Kenny Kline and Sheila Jolly Scrivner. PICTURED
proximately 20 minutes FROM LEFT FRONT ROW Austin Hoffmann, Josh Hackworth and Andy Brand.

d I.AER TAG — Many children enjoy a game of laser tag by R&J Tactial Lazer Tag at Salute to Freedom Sunday at Mount
Vernon Outland Airport. The event also featured inflatables, face painting and other activities for children to enjoy.




THE DREAMER — The Dreamer owned by Justin Hoffmann was
proudly displayed at this year’s 35th Annual Salute to Freedom
at Mount Vemon Outland Airport on Sunday. This year's event
featured a variety of activities for the public to enjoy.

LIVE MUSIC — Michael “Supe” Granda performed live
music at the 35th annual Salute to Freedom Sunday at
Mount Vernon Outland Airport. He is a co-founder of The
0Ozark Mountain Daredevils in 1971, and has spent every
day since their inception as bassist, singer and songwriter.
He said that he enjoys performing at local area festivals.



