Coungr board to hold

special meeting .

| Board members will go over wishlists for use of federal funds :

BY JOSH JONES
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — The Jeffer-
son County Board will hold a special
meeting at 5 p.m. July 12 to discuss
wish lists regarding the use of Amer-
ican Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds.

According to Sentinel archives, the
county is set to receive $7.3 million
in APRA funds, with the first half be-
ing distributed between May and July
and the second half being distributed

about a year later. The federal plan
seeks to help various Americans in a
variety of different ways throughout
the country in response to COVID-19.
The board recently approved a $20,000
agreement with Bellwether LLC. to
guide the county on what the funds
could be used for, because if the funds
are not spent correctly all of the mis-
spent or unspent money will have to
be returned.

The meeting will take place in the

July 12

board room [
at the Jeffer-
son County
Courthouse.
County Board
Chairman Cliff
Lindemann ex-
plained what
people can
expect at the
meeting.

“We are go-
ing to put all of
these wish list
items together. I think as a group we
want to prioritize the items that are

CIiff Lindemann

on that list and then we also want to
look at what is going to be eligible

and what is not, out of that list,” Lin- |

demann said. “As we send it to Bell- |

wether they will give us a final yes or
no on that.”

Recently Mount Vernon Outland
Airport Director Chris Collins spoke
before the fiscal committee to ask for
a project to be placed on the county’s
ARPA wish list. He said that this is the
most exciting time at the airport during
his 16-and-a-half years working there

with everything they have going on.
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“- “A lot of people in the room

‘remember that the frontal
area for Mount Vernon was

.down in the southwest area,
-everything was moved in
'1974/1975 to where we are at
_now and that area was just va-
.cated and abandoned,” Col-
-lins said. “When we started in
22005/2008, we started looking
+at that area and to date we put

about $1.6 million in there,
built one hangar and we are
about to build a second one.
To make all of this happen we
need to fix the sewer line. It is
52/563 years old, cast iron and it
has failed several times.”

Collins said that the total
estimated cost of this project
would be $450,000, with sewer
parts costing $241,500 and
electrical $208,500.

“That is an engineer’s es-
timate and engineers don’t
like to undershoot something,
so I am sure that is probably
higher than what it is going
to come in at,” Collins said.
“Projects like what we are
proposing lead to jobs. We
all have a vested interest in
this. You guys are tied to us
through appointing two of my
bosses, so we are all in this
together. If you would be so
kind to give us a good look at
project funding, we would re-
ally be excited to be on a good
parinership going forward.”

At a recent Jefferson
County Board meeting Jeffer-
son County Clerk Connie Sim-
mons said that she learned
one project that they will be
allowed to spend the money

1.
“I found out that we can
digitize our recording records
and that is a big chunk of

money,” Simmons said.

The public may call thei
county board represenfative
to suggest anything they be
lieve should be on the wisl
list prior to the meeting
Currently members of th
county emphasized that the;
have been told it is going t
be difficult to spend all of th
funds, due to the restriction
of ARPA.

“That is always somethin
the public can do. If you have
got something you want don
in the county, get a hold o
your county board membe
and ask them about it,” Lin
demann said. “We don’t knov
what we can do, what we can’
do, we are still kind of learn
ing all of this. There are ob
viously some things that wi
know we can do with it, but :
large part of the items that ar
going to get put on that list ar
probably not going to be eligi
ble. One of the big things o3
my list is to redo the exterio
of the courthouse, tuck-point
ing, cleaning and making the
courthouse look nice again
That is probably not going t
be eligible because it is no
COVID related.” 3 f ’%le

Board members’ contac
information can be found o1
the county’s website.
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