Pilot receives

" Wright Brothers
Master Pilot
Award

The award is given to those
who have 50 continual

years of safe flying
BY JOSH JONES
SENTINEL NEWS STAFE

MOUNT VERNON — Receiving
the Wright Brothers Master Pilot
Award has been an honor for Ray
Xanders not only because of the per-
sonal achievement as a pilot, but be-
cause he tries to pass the qualities
sought in that award to his students.

Xanders was recognized with
the Wright Brothers Master Pilot
award during the second day of the
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Midwest LSA Expo on Friday
at Mount Vernon Outland Air-
port. He took his first lesson
in becoming a pilot on July 5,
1967, obtaining his private pi-
lot’s license on Sept. 14, 1967,
and obtained his commereial
pilot’s license on Jan. 18, 1975.
His flight instructor was Don
Pankey and he learned in
Mattoon. From 1979 through
1990 he was a corporate pilot
for Airtex Products in Fair-
field, and piloted for other
corporations over the years.

| He currently works through

SRT Aviation at Mount Ver-
non Outland Airport as a
flight instructor and has al-
most 20,000 hours flying.

“I am excited. It shows rec-
ognition by my peers. I am
not a person that jumps up
and down with accomplish-
ing my goals, but I get a lot
of self satisfaction that I got
this from the people I know,
the three people that ree-
ommended me were all my
students,” Xanders said. “I
have loved every minute of
it, flying has been the only
thing I have ever wanted to
do. I suppose when I was 6 or
7 I would watch airplanes fly
over knowing that one day I
was going to do that.”

Warren Smith, safety pro-
grams manager for the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration
(FAA) office based in Spring-
field, presented a plaque to
Xanders in recognition of his
accomplishment. He said in
order to receive the award
the pilot must have flown
safely with no violations or
incidents for 50 years and
go through the application
process that includes having
recommendations from three
pilots.
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MASTER PILOT — Ray Xanders, CENTER, received th
Wright Brothers Master Pilot award from Warren Smitt
safety programs manager for the Federal Aviation Admis
istration (FAA) office based in Springfield along with Xar
ders’ wife Debbie. The award is highest civilian pilot awar
the FAA presents and it is for 50 years of safe flying.

“The FAA issues the
Wright Brothers Master Pi-
lIot Award to pilots who have
flown safely for 50 years from
the date of their first solo,”
Smith said. “It is the highest
award that we give to civil-
ian pilots. Nationwide there
are about 6,700 master pilots
right now, out of the hun-
dreds of thousands of pilots
there are it is quite the ac-
complishment.”

Xanders said with becom-
ing a pilot he did not have
aspirations to fly for an air-
line, because he wanted to
be home, and that is what he
enjoyed about being a corpo-
rate pilot.

“With all the corporate
jobs I had probably averaged

two possibly three nights
month gone from home,” Xar
ders said. “I was quite cor
tent flying corporate, mayb
I didn’t get to fly as big or a
expensive equipment an
that is OK. I just got to fly re
ally good, high quality corpc
rate airplanes.”

Xanders said that safet
has been a focus for hir
throughout his career, a
both a pilot and a flight ir
structor.

“I have several guys that
am really proud of becaus
I helped teach them to fly, t
meet their dreams like m
dream,” Xanders said.

Airport Director Chris Co!
lins, who also received som
training from Xanders, gav
his reaction to Xanders re
ceiving the award.

“It is an outstanding hono
and one not given to just anjy
body,” Collins said. “When
started out here, he was her
as a corporate pilot and al
ways instilled safety in al
of us. He taught me a lot an
helped me through my com
mercial pilot license. I an
really excited to see him ge
this.”

Xanders explained wha
advice he would give to an;
pilot.

“Don’t push the weather o
overdo your skills, recognize
your limitations and follov
them,” Xanders said. “As ¢
flight instruetor I can’t ove:
emphasize that enough to my
students.”

Xanders currently resides
in Fairfield with his wife
Debbie. q-1-21
Jjones@morningsentinel.com



