5K Fun Run event
was a success

Organizers are
pleased with turnout

BY TRAVIS MORSE
SENTINEL NEWS STAFR

MOUNT VERNON — The United
Way of South Central Illinois
held its first 5K Fun Run/Walk at
the Mount Vernon Fall Fest Sun-
day and organizers say they were
pleased with the turnout.

United Way Executive Director
Nat Wellen said a tetal of 26 peo-
ple participated in the Fun Run,
including in-persen runners and
those who chose to do a virtual run
by logging in online.

The 5K Fun Run has been held
in the past at Fall Fest but this is
the first time the United Way has
sponsored it. Prior to 2020 when
Fall Fest-ecould-not t

ake-place due
to COVID-19, the 5K Fun Run had

been held for about four years.
In 2019, the event was sponsored
by Jefferson County State’s Attor-
ney Sean Featherstun’s election

campaign and
all proceeds
went to the Jef-
ferson County
Special Olym-
pics, Sentinel
archives state.

This time
around, the
proceeds from
the 2021 Fun
Run go to sup-
port the chari-
table programs
of the United Way. Wellen said or-
ganizers hope to make it an annual
fundraiser.

“We’re hoping to continue it,”
Wellen said Monday. “We actually
have already started talking about-
some ideas for next year, so we
plan to continue the program.”

The event was held at 1 p.m.
Sunday at Mount Vernon Outland
~In-person-participants
could choose to run or walk the
route. Prior to the run, there was
a yoga warm-up. Then afterward

Nat Wellen

Please see Run, Page 2A
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ington County

alth Department reported

7en new positive cases of
I'VID-19 from Saturday
rough Monday. The new
ses ranged in age from
vir late teens to their 60s.
Mficials in Washington
unty also released infor-
tion on the availability of
yster shots for the Pfizer
:cine through the health
yartment on Monday.
iccording to a press re-
se, Pfizer boosters are
v available at the Wash-
ton County Health De-
tment if:

You got your second
;e of Pfizer vaccine at
st 6 months ago and are;
Age 65 or over;

Age 18-64 with underly-
health conditions; or

Age 18-64 who have
increased risk of expo-
e and transmission of
VID-19 due to occupa-
1al or institutional set-

‘ealth officials stress
t Pfizer boosters can not
ziven if you received the
lerna vaceine.

‘ashington County resi-
ts can contact the health
artment at (618) 327-3644
more information.
pdated COVID-19 test-
information from Marion
Clinton counties was not
ilable on Monday.
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FUN RUN — The 5K Fun Run/Walk for United Way took place on Sunday at the Mount
Vernon Outland Airport. Organizers were pleased with the event, which was the last official
activity of Mount Vernon Fall Fest.

Run:
Continued from Page 14

there was a Pepsi trailer
with drinks for participants
and the runners were also
treated to a cheeseburger
made at Bonnie Cafe. There
was also live music by Back
of the Rack and prizes were
handed out, Wellen said.

“It was actually very fun,”
Wellen said, later adding, “I was
surprised by how many family
members came to watch them
run. .. Everyone seemed fo re-
.ally enjoy it.”

Rebecca Reinhardt is owner
of the Law Office of Rebecca L.

Reinhardt and was one of the
sponsors of Sunday’s run. She
also took part in the run and
said it was nice to have a run
so close to home. She also par-
ticipates in the River to River
Runners club which typically
has events in the Herrin, Marion
and Carterville area.

“It was great to finally have a
local race,” Reinhardt said. “T'm
pretty big into the running com-
munity. ... There’s not a lot up
this way so that was really nice.”

Reinhardt added that Wellen
did a “phenomenal job” pulling
the run together.

“It was a great run, hopefully
more people will attend next
year,” Reinhardt said, later add-
ing, “The music was great, the
run itself was great.”

Information was nof available

Monday regarding how much
money was raised at this year’s
Fun Run. However, Wellen said
the United Way did not go into
this with a specific fundraising
goal in mind. Rather, their in-
tent was to hold a “great run”
amc(li that was accomplished, she
said.

“If you put on a great run,
people will come back and
bring their friends,” Wellen
said. “That was the goal, to have
a good first one and then keep
building off it year after year.”

The United Way of South Cen-
tral Ilinois serves the counties
of Jefferson, Marion, Clinton,
Franklin, Hamilton, Washington
and Wayne. For more informa-
tion on its programs, contact the
agency at (618) 242-8000.

tmorse@morningsentinel.com
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