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MOUNT VERNON — The newly
formed Jefferson County ARPA
Committee held its first meeting this
week as the committee approved rec-
ommending several projects to the

full Jefferson County Board.
According to Sentinel archives,
the county is set to receive $7.3 mil-
lion in American Rescue Plan Act
(ARPA) funds. The federal plan

seeks to help various Americans in a
variety of different ways throughout
the country in response to COVID-19.

The county board approved a
$20,000 agreement with Bellwether
LLC to guide the county on what the
funds could be used for because if the
funds are not spent correctly all of the
misspent or unspent money will have
to be returned. An ARPA Commit-
tee was formed during the September
board meeting consisting of County
Board Chairman Cliff Lindemann,
board members Jeff Nowland, Wayne
Hicks, and Jeff Williams and Jefferson
County Sheriff Jeff Bullard.

The committee met for the first
time Wednesday evening to hear

the results of various wish-list items
that they sent to Bellwether LLC to
see if those projects would be likely
to qualify for the federal program.
County Administrator Suzy Tate said
among the items that Bellwether
advised are eligible to be approved
include hot water in the Jefferson
County Courthouse.

“When we submit the report to the
U.S. Treasury, care should be given
to align the effort with the ARPA
intent,” Tate said. “I don’t know re-
ally exactly what that means other
than we need to really focus on the
pandemic portion of the need for
hot water in the courthouse, which I
think that is pretty easy.”

Other projects estimated to be el-
igible without issue include: hands-
free sink and fixtures for county
building restrooms, courthouse
ventilation including a geothermal
HVAC system, sewer line repair
work at Mount Vernon Outland Air-
port, sewer improvements at the
courthouse, additional lab space at
the Jefferson County Health Depart-
ment and expanding the parking lot
and vaccine access at the health de-
partment.

Of those projects that are eligible
without issue, the committee de-
cided to move forward with recom-
mending hands-free and restroom
upgrades for the Jefferson County

Justice Center, hot water and hands-
free restroom devices at the court-
house, sewer improvements at the
courthouse and sewer line repair
work at the airport for full board ap-
proval.

According to Sentinel archives,
the airport is looking into build-
ing a second hangar, but have to
replace and redirect a 50 plus year
old sewer line first. Airport Direc-
tor Chris Collins said that the en-
gineer’s estimate for the project is
$240,000 as he gave his reaction to
the committee moving forward with
the recommendation.
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DISCUSSING PROJECTS — The Jefferson County ARPA Committee met Wednesday eve-
ning as the committee approved various recommendations for projects that are estimated
to be eligible for American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) funds.
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“Teamwork and partner-
ships always excite me and for
the county board fo include the
airport in their project submis-
sions is terrific,” Collins said.

Projects that require further
research, clarification or con-
ditions include: digitizing vital
records, installing courthouse
rooftop air-conditioner units,
increasing online courthouse
services, installing appoint-
ment scheduling software for
the health department, replac-
ing the court system server and
getting additional remote work
equipment.

“A lot of this is going to de-
pend on how we word it on the
reports and that falls on us,”
Tate said.

The county also received a
request for equipment from the
Jefferson Fire Protection Dis-
trict and other county fire pro-
tection districts. Lindemann
said that he was informed that
fire protection districts need
to request funds for those up-
grades through their township
SUPETViSors.

“Because the township su-
pervisors have access to grant
money for that stuff,” Lin-
demann said. “I am not sure
where we can go with that. I

know you guys turned in a big
list of stuff, everybody did, I am
all for getting it, but they need
to go through their township
supervisor first.”

Nowland asked if there was
any way they could match pay-
ments or do something for the
protection districts. He said he
would like to see if they could
do some kind of appreciation/
hazard pay for the volunteer
firefighters, but the ARPA
guidelines do not mention that
as an option.

“No criteria is deseribed for
volunteer workers,” Tate said.
“That means, I guess, the paid
firefighters are allowed, but the
volunteers there is no criteria
to go off of”

Lindemann suggested in-
stead of appreciation pay to
possibly word the request as
a clothing/equipment allow-
ance. Jefferson Fire Protection
Distriet Chief Conan King said
that a lot of their equipment is
expensive as he discussed the
cost.

“An (air) pack costs $7,000
a piece, can Bluford afford or
Waltonville afford a pack,”
King said. “OSHA is coming
around they are checking the
fire departments, they are
checking gear, packs, bottles. A
set of gear for pants and coat is
$2,200, boots $400, helmets $300.
So you are looking at $3,000 a
person and they are only good

for 10 years.”

The committee made and ap-
proved a motion looking into
the issue further.

Bullard gave his reaction to
the committee’s first meeting.

“I felt the meeting was fruit-
ful. The county board deciding
to contract with Bellwether to
administer this program was a
good decision,” Bullard said.
“We want to make sure our ex-
penditures meet federal guide-
lines. Local government has
constant infrastructure needs
and this program will help ad-
dress many of them.”

Proposed projects deter-
mined to be ineligible for
ARPA funds include upgrading
handicapped accessible voting
machines, insulation in non-in-
mate areas at the justice center
and a new courthouse roof.

“We are not getting any in-
formation from the govern-
ment is the big problem,” Lin-
demann said. “They have sent
their guidelines out and we
are reading them going maybe/
maybe not on 90% of these proj-
ects. The issue is we don’t want
to spend it and have to pay it
back.”

The projects being recom-
mended by the committee will
go before the full board for fi-
nal approval. All projects will
currently have to be completed
by 2026. /0 /f[;zbZl
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