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Newest emergency air
medical transport base to be
located in Mount Vernon

BY JOSH JONES
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

MOUNT VERNON — Air Evac
Lifeteam announced Monday that
its newest emergency air med-
ical transport base will be lo-
cated at Mount Vernon Outland
Airport.
According to a press release
from Air Evac Lifeteam, the base
features an Airbus EC-135 air-
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craft, which will be staffed with
an Air Evac Lifeteam pilot, {light
nurse and flight paramedic. The
highly trained and experienced
crew will be on eall 24 hours a
day for time-critical emergency
responses. The helicopter and
crew will be based out of Jeffer-
son County, along with the Mount
Vernon Air Evac Lifeteam base
and crew.

Derek Burwell, senior program
director for Air Evac Lifeteam,
said the new aircraft will be an
additional resource for the citi-
zens of Southern Illinois.

“The Jefferson County air
medical base will serve resi-
dents and visitors in central

a regional asset
other safe option
eased capabili-
r aircraft may be

ity within that
1 or Southern II-
rved by Air Evae

d.
that the base will
1 of 16 jobs to the

ill employ four
t nurses, four
s, two aviation

maintenance technicians, one
program director, and one mem-
bership sales manager,” Burwell
said.

The air medical base is sched-
uled to open in late 2021. The
Jefferson County aireraft and
erew will be housed in a tempo-

~ rary location at the Mount Ver-

non Outland Airport until a per-
manent location is completed in
the first half of 2022.

“The aircraft will be stored in-
side our Innovation Park Hangar
One and they are erecting a tem-
porary modular crew guarfers
adjacent to Innovation Park Han-
gar One and that will be the tem-
porary base location until the

hangar developmen

_Collins said the airp.

cited to continue it
relationship with
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AIRBUS — The Airbus EC-135 alrcraft will be a promi-
‘nent aspect of Alr Evac Lifeteam’s newest emergency air §
-medical transport base to be located at Mount Vernon [
~Outland Airport. The air medical base is scheduled to §

“open In late 2021.
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Airport and Air Evac
officials will hold a
.ground-breaking ceremony
at a later date. Air Evac
-Lifeteam is a participating
provider in the AirMed-

¥ . Care Network (AMCN), the

nation’s largest air medi-
-cal transport membership

i I
SWgat program with more fhan

320 air medical locations
across 38 states. Members
flown for a life-or-limb-
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threaten-

ing injury (j
or illness by
an AMCN |
participat-
ing provider
have no out-
of-pocket .
costs for the [
flight. What-
ever the
member’s
insurance

Collins

- or third-party insurance — &

pays is considered g&yment
in full. Annual memberships
start at $85, the press release
states. :
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