Airport board hears
project updates

Many projects are
pending additional
information

BY JOSH JONES
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MOUNT VERNON — The
Mount Vernon Airport Au-
thority Board of Commission-
ers recently heard various
updates on where pending
and upcoming airport proj-
ects stand.

Airport Director Chris Col-
lins said that the interior ac-
cess road project is approx-
imately 80% complete in the
final design phase. He said
their plan is to get the proj-
ect turned into the Illinois
Department of Transpor-
tation project schedule for
January in hopes of having it
complete by July. 4

“We want to get that proj-
ect done before next year’s
Fourth of July, because we
use that road to bring cars in
and out,” Collins said.

The project will include
a five-and-a-half inch as-
phalt overlay. Collins said
that the cost of the project is
$526,896, with a local share
of $18,011, a state share of
$18,011 with the rest being
covered by the federal gov-
ernment.

Collins
also gave an
update that
the Jeffer-
son County
ARPA
Committee
has recom-
mended
sewer line
work at
Mount Ver-
non Outland
Airport for )
its list of projects to be paid
through American Rescue
Plan Act funds. The proj-

ect includes replacing a 50
plus year old cast iron sewer
pipe and is estimated to cost
$240,000. ;
“We are excited to be in-
cluded on the county’s list
of projects and we hope it
moves forward when the full
board meets,” Collins said.
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AIRPORT PROJECTS
The Mount Vernon Airport
Authority recently heard an
update regarding various
upcoming and pending proj-
ects. The interior access
road project, sewer line re-

pair and replacement, elec-

trical restructuring, Koziara
Terminal parking lot rehabil-
itation, Innovation Park Tur-
bine Center Hangar Two and
more were discussed.

Collins said that the elec- |

trical work that was included
alongside the sewer line
project was separated since
it did not qualify for ARPA
funds. He said KT Electric
was the winning bidder for
the project at $62,800. The
project includes removing
and rerouting an electrical
transformer that is in the
way of future development
and rerouting all the elec-
trical infrastructure in the
project’s area to the new
transformer location.

“We have told them to hit

the go button on that, but -

there are several compo-
nents that are delayed due
to the pandemic and every-
thing,” Collins said. “We are
looking at six to eight weeks
out on that project.”

Collins next gave an up-
date on the Koziara Ter-
minal parking lot rehabili-
tation project. The scope
of work includes fixing all
the curbings, feeder roads,
crack fillings, remarking
of Aviation and Firebaugh
Drive, rehabilitating the en-
tire parking lot and more.
The project is estimated to
cost $1 million. Collins said
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“he recently attended the II=

linois Public Airports Asso-
ciation conference and the
expectation is that the list of
approved state/local capital
projects will be released in
the coming weeks.

“I am hopeful that we will
know something here in the
next week or two,” Collins
said.

Collins said that for the In-
novation Park Turbine Cen-
ter Hangar Two project, he
has been in communications

with the Hroinda Jet owner

based at the airport to brain-
storm different ways of get-
ting the project launched.
“The airport and the
Honda Jet owner are explor-
ing turning in that building
for the EDA (Economic De-
velopment Administration)
grant,” Collins said. “The
grant is all tied to jobs and
job creation and he (the jet
owner) believes he can bring
several jobs to the airport.”
Collins also touched upon
Air Evac Lifeteam announc-
ing that its newest emer-
gency air medical trans-
port base will be located
at Mount Vernon Outland
Airport. The base features
an Airbus EC-135 aircraft,
which will be staffed with
an Air Evac Lifeteam pilot,
flight nurse and flight para-
medic. The highly trained
and experienced crew will
be on call 24 hours a day
for time-critical emergency
responses. The air medical
base is scheduled to open
in late 2021. The Jefferson
County aircraft and crew
will be housed in a tempo-
rary location at the Mount
Vernon Outland Airport un-
til a permanent location is
ggénzpleted in the first half of

“I sincerely thank Air Evac
and am grateful for the 20
plus year partnership. Be-
cause they came through and
bought into our Innovation
Park project development,”
Collins said. “We had plans
to just tap into the existing
utilities at our number one
location, because their modu-
lar is very close to our build-
ing. When they got in there
and started erecting the mod-
ular last week, they elected
to set their own water meter
and put in their own electri-
cal. What that did for the air-
port is that means when they
leave the temporary location
those utilities are now going
to be there for our number
two building. It is just fantas-
tic that they stepped forward
to do that.”

Board President Marty Cox
said that o5 W
they are
waiting to
hear more
on many of
these proj-
ects and he
is also ex-
cited about
Air Evac
Lifeteam’s
announce-  Marty C
ment.

“1 am ex- Ib/lf— 2021
cited, it is definitely going
to save lives in the area and
we look forward to the addi-
tional partnership, because
Air Evac has been a great
partner for years,” Cox said.
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