Local airports to benefit
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The goal is to help
revitalize airports
throughout Illinois

BY JOSH JONES
SENTINEL NEWS STAFF

Mount Vernon Outland Airport
and Salem-Leckrone Airport are set
to receive significant funding after
state officials made an announce-
ment on Thursday.

According to a state press re-

lease, Governor J.B. Pritzker and
the Illinois Department of Trans-
portation IDOT) announced $94
million has been awarded to im-
prove public airports throughout
the state through the bipartisan Re-
build Illinois capital program. The
$94 million unlocks $11.5 million
in local contributions for a total in-
vestment of $105 million. The fund-
ing represents the largest statewide
capltal investment program for air-
ports in state history, highlighting
the governor’s ongomg commitment
to the role of aviation in the Illinois
economy.
- “We’re delivering $94 million
to airports throughout the state
including funding at St. Louis Re-
gional, Central Illinois Regional,
Peoria International, Quincy Re-
gional, Rochelle Mun1c1pal and
many more aviation sites around
the state,” Pritzker said in the press
;‘elease “Crucially, these dollars
are going first and foremost to proj-
ects that might not otherwise be el-
igible for the full federal funding
that they need to finish. We want
our airports throughout the state to
be the best in the nation, and these
airport grants are making a real dif-
ference. Every community deserves
prosperity, safety, resiliency, and
opportunity — and that’s what this
program seeks to advance.”

The 96 projects selected for fund-
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AIRPORT IMPROVEMENT — Governor J.B. Pritzker and the lllinois De-
partment of Transportation announced $94 million has been awarded
to improve public airports throughout the state through the bipartisan
Rebuild Illinois capital program. Local airports receiving funding include
Mount Vernon Outland Airport and Salem-Leckrone Airport.

ing will help meet the needs of air-
ports large and small in both urban
and rural communities. Projects
will include planning, construction,
reconstruction, development and
improvement of public airports to
increase safety and efficiency. Com-
munities also will benefit from in-
creased aviation access, good-pay-
ing jobs during construction and
long-term opportunities for work-
force expansion.

Mount Vernon Outland Airport
is set to receive $918,000 in state

funding with a local match of
$102,000 to rehabilitate the Koziara
Terminal parking lot, an entrance
road and apron access points. Ac-
cording to Sentinel archives, the
scope of work includes fixing all
the curbings, feeder roads, crack
fillings, remarking of Aviation and
Firebaugh Drive, rehabilitating the
entire parking lot and more. The
project is estimated to cost approxi-
mately $1 million.
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Mount Vernon Outland Air-
port Director Chris Collins
gave his reaction to the an-
nouncement. He explained
that normally in order to do a
project of this nature the air-
port would have to come up
with 100% of the funds.

“We are super thrilled.
That project falls outside the
realm of normal FAA fund-
ing sources because it is out-
side the (airport) fence. ... As

| massive as that project is, I
| know the board and I have
been wondering for years
how we would afford to do
that project if it was funded
locally only,” Collins said.
“So for the Rebuild Illinois
project to be announced and
our project included on the
list we are just thrilled be-

cause it gives us a vehicle
to complete that project on
the state dollar. It is a tre-
mendous relief to have that
project funded at only 10%
of what it would have cost us
locally if we were to do that
alone.”

Collins said that he hopes
to begin survey work for the
project by the end of the
month.

The state also announced
that Salem-Leckrone Airport
is set to receive $162,000 in
state funding with an $18,000
local mateh to reconstruect
the north airport access
road and install a gate. The
project is estimated to cost
$180,000.

Passed in 2019, Rebuild II-
linois is investing a total of
$33.2 billion over six years
into the state’s aging trans-
portation system, creating
jobs and promoting economic
growth. Rebuild Illinois is
not only the largest capital

program in state history, but
also the first one that touches
all modes of transportation:
roads and bridges, transit,
waterways, freight and pas-
senger rail, aviation, and bi-
cycle and pedestrian accom-
modations, the press release
states.

“I'm proud to join Gov.
Pritzker in ensuring our
publie airports have the re-
sources they need to thrive,”
said Illinois Transportation
Secretary Omer Osman in the
press release. “Illinois is the
transportation hub of North
America, with aviation (as)
a crucial part of the multi-
modal system that makes it
bum. By moving cargo, trans-
porting passengers, provid-
ing critical general aviation
services, and generating
economic growth, aviation is
what makes Illinois.”

For more information, peo-
ple may visit IDOT’s website.
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