Alrport board approves
engineering agreements

One agreement was tabled

BY JOSH JONES

SENTINEL NEWS STAFF
» MOUNT VERNON — The Mount
Vernon Airport Authority Board
of Commissioners approved mul-
tiple englneerlng agreements for
upcoming projects during its re-
cent meeting.

Airport Director Chris Collins
said that the board approved an
engineering agreement not to ex-
ceed $41,500 with Hanson Profes-
sional Services for the Innovation
Park sewer update. According to
Sentinel archives, the project in-

old cast iron
sewer pipe
and is esti-
mated to cost
$220,000. The
project was
approved by
the Jefferson
County Board
to be a proj-
ect paid by
American Res-
cue Plan Act
(ARPA) funds.

“That (the engineering agree-
ment) is covered within that
$220,000 engineer’s estimate that
I presented to the county,” Collins
said.

Collins said the scope of work

Chris Collins

in the engineering agreement will
include engineering design, engi-
neering construction and contract
administration.

“I am hoping that gets started as
soon as possible,” Collins said.

The board also approved the en-
gineering agreement for the per-
manent Air Evac 172 Emergency
Air Medical Transport Base. Col-
lins said that the board approved
an agreement with Hanson Pro-
fessional Services not to exceed
$35,000, as well as an architec-
tural agreement with architect
Brian Edmison, also not to exceed
$35,000. Collins noted that the
temporary base is ready for use.

cludes replacing a 50-plus-year-
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“The temporary base is
done, and we are waiting for
the helicopter to be deliv-
ered,” Collins said.

According to Sentinel ar-
chives, the base will feature
an Airbus EC-135 aircraft,
which will be staffed with an
Air Evac Lifeteam pilot, flight
nurse and flight paramedic.
The highly trained and expe-
rienced crew will be on call
24 hours a day for time-criti-
cal emergency responses.

Collins said an engineering
agreement for the Innovation
Park Hangar Two (Turbine
Center) was tabled.

“Hanson sent an engineer-
ing agreement for engineer-
ing and architecture ser-
vice for that hangar and the
ramp,” Collins said.

Collins said he felt un-
comfortable presenting the

agreements to the board be-
cause the project is reliant
on the airport obtaining an
Economic Development As-
sistance (EDA) grant. He said
that currently the grant has a
20% local match and an 80%
federal match on if.

“We are looking at a build-
ing that could be upwards
of $1 million,” Collins said.
“We are countlng on the EDA
grant to fund this project.”

Collins said the engineer-
ing agreement for the pro-
posed total fee for the han-
gar and site was $34,958, and
the proposed total fee for the

ramp is $34,660, He said the.

EDA grant requires a prelim-
inary engineering analysis.

“I need the architect and
Hanson Professional Ser-
vices to do some work to do
this preliminary engineering

‘analysis, but it is not worth

$70,000 of work,” Collins said.
“We tabled these agreements,
and I have asked Hanson to
g0 back to the drawing board
and provide a document back

to the airport that would just
pay for this prehmmary engi-
neering analysis.”

Collins said that way, he
can submit the application
for the EDA grant and either
be accepted or denied. He
said if it is accepted, then the
airport will wholeheartedly
agree to the two agreements
for $70,000. Collins said he
hopes to have an agreement
for the preliminary engl-
neering analysis at January’s
board meeting.

In other business:

o Collins said the airport
is $100,000 over the best year
they have ever had for per-
sonal property replacement
tax revenue.

e The plans for the reha-
bilitation of the airport’s pe-
rimeter service road project
is on the January docket for
the Illinois Department of
Transportation. Collins said
he hopes for the project to
start in May and be ready by
July.

o The Innovation Park

il

My, Veanon Qurian

T ¢ A
ARCRALE oA TERANL
HRERAL T SAUES

Sentinel File Photo

AGREEMENTS APPROVED
~— The Mount Vemon Airport
Authority Board of Commis-
sioners recently approved en-
gineering agreements regard-
ing the Innovation Park sewer
update project and the perma-
nent Air Evac 172 emergency
alr medical transport base.

electrie utility project is cur-
rently waiting for materials

to be delivered. /2 ’df 2oz2
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